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Party Building: Stumbling Blocks

Peking has launched a major propaganda often51ve

apparently designed to restore to the party its much-
eroded organizational discipline, unity,

and prestige,

# which have suffered greatly as a result of the past sev-

eral years of factional strife.

- party leadership,

Stressing the need for

tight party unity, strict discipline, and centralized
a series of broadcasts from Peking on

the subject of party building appears to have been de-
signed to pave the way for the long-anticipated 11lth

National Party Congress.

There are a number of signs, however,

that China's

leaders have not yet recached a consensus on the course
of rebuilding the party in the wake of the widespread

purge of followers of the "cang of four." The 56th an-
niversary of the party was “lavsd éown in Peking and
mentlioned I Lol oelcht of Crira's 293 LIrovince In ac-
Gitinn, in the July L:zzie 2% the pariv's thecretizal

o JOUInal, Fz4 Flzz, an article wrltien b: the mass criti-
cism group <f tre fHopeh provincial party committee con-

*trasted dramatically with the interpretation by one of

the party building broadcasts of the correct theoretical

- relationship between ideology and organization.

The

ed Flag article emphaolzed the importance of party or-

ganlzatlon, claiming that
there is no party line to speak of,
gani7arlon is the
mentation of the party line

"without party organization

" and that party or-

sole guarantor of the proper imple-

The party building broadcast with which the Red
Mlag article disagreced was written by the Pe0plo s Lib-
eration Army Military and Political Academy's political

sclence department.
minded the listening audicnce that
\Gi) earlier by Chairman Mao--was
"must not

tional questions." 1In other words,

The army school's broadcast re-

the correct relation-

ship betwecn ideology and organization--as spelled out
"dialectical"
separate political guestions from organiza-

and that one

to emphasize organiza-

tion at the expense of ideology--or vice versa--is in-

corroct
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o The low-key observance of party day and the theo-
retical disagrecment between the Fcd Flag article and

the army school's broadcast appear to be related to the
growing tension between the party and the army (See
¢ China Regional and Political Analysis, July 6, 1977).

The party obvicusly wants to ensure strict control over
irates and the army. Elements
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Wang FEn-mao Reports on Kirin

A work report delivered by Wang En-mao, party first
secretary of Kirin Province, at the rccent party com-
nittee plenumprovides a clear account of the current
struggle agarnqt the continuing influence of the "gang
Qf four" in the province. In addition to revealing de-
tails of Kirin's current rectification movement, the
report Lllustratpﬂ the techniques used to orchestrate

_the continuing involvement of the central leadership in
provincial rectification.

Wang's report delineates three important stages in

" the development of the rectification movement in Kirin.
The first period extends from the time of the purge of
the "gang" in October until March, when first secretary
Wang Huai-hsiang was removed. Although the report docs

. not criticize the ousted leader by name, it does stress
that the Ea:lurh of the early stages of Lthe campaign
ggainst the "gang" and its influence in Kirin was due
to "mistakes by the lecadership in setting the tone,
keeping the 1id on, and oppressing the masses." The
report also contains harsh criticism of the leadership
~of the province in the period leading up to the purge.
Wang lists Lhe mistakes made by Kirin's leaders:

——Systematlcally promoting incorrect 1deology
and slogans.

-FWidcly distributing specches by the "gang of
- four.

. P
——TakJng the lecad in the criticism of the so- o

called three poisonous weeds (and thus of
Teng Usiao-ping) . ‘
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‘ Such an admission of fa..ure on the part of the
. party orqanlzaflon ‘stands in contrast to campaigns in
other provinces where criticism has been directed against
“a few individuals. TFor those officials who, unlike Wang
o  En-mao, made up the provincial leadership at that
time, the report’'s treatment of that period must be
,qulte unsettllng

The second perlod coveraed by the rﬂport centers on
March 1977 when Party Chairman Kuo-feng and the central
committee issued instructions on the work in Kirin,

- removed Wang Huai-hsiang, app01nted Wang En-mao, and
made it c¢lear that the prov1nce had failed to adequatclv
comply with ecarlier central instructions. Wang S report
Qempha51zes that this was the turning p01nt in the cam—
paign. '

The third period, which coincides with an upsurge
- of provincial activity throughout China's provinces,
4. is linked to Hua's inspection tour ol the northeast in
late April. ‘At that time liua, accompanied by Shenyang
: Mllltary Region commander Li Te-sheng and political
security overseer Wang Tung-hsing, inspected the three
troublesome provinces of Kirin, lleilungkiang, and '
Liaoning. According to the report, "Hua personally
inspccted our province and gave important, unequivocal
. and incisive antrurflon“" (emphasis added).

Those instructions have becn the basis for the
conduct of the rcctification to this point and are the
starting p01nt for the full-scale examination of the

. party and its work style scheduled by Hua and the cen-
‘”tral commLLLLL for the last half of 1977. '

Asldc from dgtalls of the Kirin campaign, Wang En-.
mao's report illustrates the involvement of the central
authorities, and especially Hua Kuo-feng, in the direc-

~tion of provincial affairs. While decisions by Hua and
~the central committece resulted in the app01ntment of the
~new [irst secrctary and the issuance of a series of in- ‘
. 8tructions on the provincial rectlflcatlon, it was Hua A e
himself who personally inspected the prov1nce and issued '
instructions when the progress of the campalgn bogged
down. The report clearly shows that Hua's ins tructions
are in addition to those issued hy the cenfral‘authorltles
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, y as a group. In the report, Wang cr1t101zes earlier actions

o for being "antagonistic to Chairman Hua." The overall

' tenor of the report makes it clear that Wang is deliver-
ing this provincial self-criticism to both satisfy the
central autherities and to acknowledge the leadership

i . Al R 19 July 1977
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The PLA: GCetting Ready for Tts 50th Anniversary

‘ The Chinese will celebrate the 50th anniversary of
m the founding of the Chinese Communist armed forces on

JAugust 1. Surprisinalv, there has bLeen little mention \
" of it in the media,‘ . 25X1

Peking is probably having some difficulty deter-
mining how to play the event. The party is no doubt
reluctant to underscore the importance of the military
‘+o Chairman llua Kuo-feng's government. In addition,
the event raises an awkward problem regarding Mao's
claim that he founded the PLA. Despite the fact that
Mao had trumpeted this claim since the mid-1960s, most’
} party members probably know better. The armed forces
f were established in 1927 during the Nanchang Uprising.
Mao did not participate in this event. The senior party
leader in charge of the uprising was Chou En-lai, an
~ historical fact that has becn made public since the fall
{::ijOf the leftists and was reiterated by veteran military

%] eader Nielh Jung-chen in an article in the current issue

G Aot China Beconstrucls. In fact, August 1 was chosen in.

. 1931 as the day marking the origin of the armed forces
in order to strengthen Chou's prestige and weaken Mao's.

¢

Because Chairman Ifua is making a strong effort to
pattern himself after Mao, any problem relating to Mao
could complicate things for Hua. Peking will probably
try to finesse the problem by concentrating on the sig-
nificance of the day and by deemphasizing Mao's claim
to have founded the PLA. This solution may be less than
gsatisfactory to those senior military officers who would

like to take this opportunity to place more emphasis on
the "esteemed and beloved" Chou and less on Mao.
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: , Preparations for a National Meeting On Science and ' ‘ )
A ' Technology , , - :

. The Chinese government appears to be making plans
“for a national meeting later this year to discuss science

~and technology. Similar national meetings on agriculture
and industry were held in 1976 and in the spring of 1977.

=

Between June 20 and July 7, the Chinese Academy of
Sciences held a work meecting to discuss Party Chairman
© Hua Kuo-feng's recent directives in which he called for
the upgrading of science and technology in China. The
participants discussed a draft of an outline plan for
the devclopment of scientific research at the Academy
of Sciencces. Although the contents of the plan have
-not been revealed, recent discussions of science and
technology in the press suggest that it may be similar
to the "Outline Report on the Academy of Sciences" drafted
in 1975 under orders from Teng Hsiao-ping and condemned
:in 1976 during the anti-Teng campaign as a "poisonous
. weed." Many of the themes discussed in the reports about
- the work  conference--the need to study foreign science
and technology, to allow freedom of debate in the sciences,
to train more scientists and technicians, to improve the
quality of basic research in the sciences--were important
‘parts of Tenq's "Outline Report." Moreover, an article
June 30, published whille the Acadeny

- -, p— 4 =] . 3 P
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~attacking and suppr

eimned the gang of four for
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I

.~ There have also been meetings in a number of prov-
‘inces. tg, discuss Hua's directives on science and tech-
nolQgy. (See "New Efforts to Upgrade Science and Tech- S
« .onelogy," RV AC 77-017, 6 July 1977, p. 13-14). Since .
I - 'June 20 at least 16 provinces have held large mobiliza-
tion rallies to publicize plans to upgrade science and
‘technelogy, and at least threc provincial newspapers
‘have published ecditorjals calling for a "great leap
forward" in scientific rescarch in their provinces. 1In
‘addition, a number of scientific institutions in Peking
have been holding symposiums, discussions, and exhibitions
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relating to their research activities. All of these
- meetings and exhibitions have defined their goal as
raising Chinese science and techunology to the levels of
the most advanced countries by the end of this century.

- . The enormity of this task was discussed with unusual
- candor by Chien Hsueh-sen, head of the Institute of Atomic .
', Energy of the Academy of Sciences and one of China's most
~eminent scientists, in an article in the July issue of
~ Red Flag. While maintaining that there are some fields .
©in which Chinese science eqguals those of the most advanced
©* countries, Chiep, admitted that "in most cases, we are
. relatively backward." China had to catch up as rapidly
. as possible, he said, and could do so only if it began
“to train its sci:ntists, encourage scientific research,
and learn [rom foreign science and technology.

Although recognizing the backwardness of Chinese
scicnce, Chicn may have been overly optimistic about
‘China's ability to bring its scientific research program
up to world levels by the year 2000. To do so, it will
have to overcome a number of major problems. DPerhaps
the grecatest is the lack of highly trained people to carry
~out sophisticated scientific research programs. Many
Chinese scientists were attacked during the Cultural Revo-
lution in thc mid 1960s, and some wcre purged and driven
. from their jobs. More important, graduate training in
* the sciences came to a halt, excepl perhaps in fields
~related to natiovnal defense. The resuylt has been that g . e
-a generation,of Chinesc scientists and researchers has .
been lost. The top positions in the Chinecse scientific .
~hierarchy are held by a number of eminent scientists in
~their sixties and seventics--men like Chien Hsueh-sen and
Chang San-chiang, head of the Institute of Mechanics.
- Most of these scientists were trained abroad and have
‘extensive cxperience in rescarch and wide foreign contacts.
Younger men kelow them, even those in their fifties, lack
such qualifications. With the educational system still
in shambles from the errors of reforms made during the.
Cultural Revolution and with the wecak ecducational back-
‘grounds of students currently entering universities, it .
"is questionable whether China can rapidly produce highly ~
~w.trained and gualified rescarchers to £ill the places of
older scientists,
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Miliﬁary Appointments Clarified

Qn July 15, NCNA reported the opening of the fourth

.army theatrical festival in preparation for the PILA's

50th anniversary celebration. In attendance was Chen

Hlsi-lien, who was identified for the first time as. a

¥nember of the Standing Committec of the party's Military

- Commission (MC). Chen had previously been referred to
as a "responsible comrade" of the MC.

Although this clarifies Chen's formal title, it
does not answer the question of power rclationships
amonyg the individuals known to be involved in the work
-, . .of the very important MC. Hua Kuo-feng, of course, is
“ ~the titular chairman, having taken over from Mao Tse-tung
. +h October 1976. Yeh Chien-ying has been first vice
@ “chairman since latc 1971, and probably continues to be
golie most powertul member of the commission. His posi-
= +3ion as party vice chairman and leading backer of Hua's
o authority, however, probably leaves him little time to
‘ } oversee day-to-day MC affairs. | 25X1

25X1

‘ . 25X1
| During the June '
Vislt of Vietnamese Delense Minister Vo Nguyen Giap,
, the Victnamesc news agency twice identified Chen as "in
f charge of the Military Commission," thus further compli-
"~ cating the situation. In addition, Su Yu, former chief
of the Genecral Staff and member of the MC Standing Com-
~mittee, who has been making numerous appearances re-
.cently, has been identified as a "leading member" of

the MC. Given Chen's Politburo rank, it is likely that
“8Bu 1s in a subordinate position, such as secretary gen-
~eral, but therc is still no confirmation of this.

| Be - - ~ RP.AC 77-018
v - y 19 July 1977
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Taken together, however, the evidence suggests that
Chen's current position is a solid one, and, after some
political ups and downs, he would now appear to have a
good chance of éuccecding the aged Yeh Chien-ying as
minister of defense and China's most powerful military

leader.

Possible New

Appointment of the PLA General Staff

The orde
quarters whic
wy, NAarking the t

} tary Region C
heroes cemete
military hier

ring of the large contingent from PLA head-
I attended the highly visible PLA ceremony
ransfer of the ashes of former Fuchou Mili-
ommander Pi Ting-chun to the revolutionary
Iy outside of Peking, indicates that the
archy remains in very stable condition,

~despite the numerous high-level changes in the civilian

party apparat

us. The only change revealed, in fact,

was the probable addition of Wang Cheng, minister of

‘ ~the Fourth Ministry of Machine~Building, to the ranks ‘
éﬁ f the depuly chiefs of the General Staff. TIf confirmed,

~wer”Wang will be the first military man with specific tech-

nical expertise to have attained a high position on

the General Staff since Lin Piao's death in 1971. al-
though there has been a trend toward upgrading the func-~
/| tional expertise of departmental leaders in the General
Statf Department (GSD), most of the rest of the deputy
chiefs are career commanders of ground forces,

R o

Wang's field of expertise is clearly military com-

. Mmunications work, in which he has been involved since
} the 1930s. Wang was head of the GSD's Communic¢ations

# Department from the mid-1950s until his appointment to
- “*head the Fourth Ministry of Machine-Building (responsi-

. ble for China
purged in the

's electronics industry) in 1963. Though
Cultural Revolution, he was rehabilitated

_%in 1972 and reappointed to the Fourth Ministry sometime
g atter that. With the recent reintegration of the Signal

g Corps into the GSD and the improvement of China's mili-

o tary communications system, it has apparently been de-

4 cided that Wang's experience and gXpertise are needed : 25X1
7, at the highest level.
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CHINA CHRONOLOGY

National geology conference opens in
Peking. 2

Hua Kuo-feng, Yeh Chien—ying, Li
Hsien-nien, and Wang Tung-hsing meet
foreign language translators of
Volume V of the Selccted Wovks of
Mao Tse-tung.

Hua Kuo-feng, veh Chien-ying, Li
Hsien-nien, Chen Hsi-lien, Wang Tung-
hsing, and Wu Te meet delegation to
national geology conferenca,

Li Hsien-nien meets former Usg chief
"of naval Opcrations Elmo Zumwalt,

Delegation of the Commission of the
EBuropean Economic Community led by
Roland de Kergolay, vice director of
external relations, arrivesg in Peking
for preliminary talks on PRC-EC trade
agreement. Mecets minister of foreign
trade on July 9,

Palestinian revolutionary delegation
led by abu Jihaq departs China. [:::j

Wu Te meets with Romanian party dele-
gation.

Romanian economic delegation visits
Feking. [

Yugoslav Socialist Youth League dele-
dgation visitg Peking; meets with Li
Hsien-nien on July 8.

Chen Hsi-lien receives former Fuchou
Military Region Commander pj Ting-
chun's ashes, which were sent to Peking
one yvear after pi's death in an air-
Craft accident in Fukien.
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Mid-July

‘Albanian attache hosts reception in

nhn
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Editorial in Albanian Zeri { Populliﬁ
implicitly attacks Mao's "three

worlds" theory. [::::::]

Chen Yung-kuei mecets US writer William
Hinton at Tachai.

25X1.

Peking to mark Albanian army day.

Vice Premier Chi Teng-kuei meets
Somali delegation led by Hamza Mohamed
Gadawcyne, chairman of the Security
Bureau of the Somali RcvolutLonary
Socialist Party.

Vice Premier Chi Teng-kuci meets w1th
Albanian broadcasting delegation.

All vice premiers except Sun Chien
attend closing of National Geology
Confercnce,

Party lcadershlp conference, apparently
Third Plenum of the Tenth Central
Committee, begins.

Army theatrical festival opens to be-
gin celebration of the 50th anniversary
of the founding of the armed forces

on August 1.
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